BEE INFORMED
BAYSIDE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION INC.
REDLANDS RESEARCH FACILITY, DELANCEY STREET, CLEVELAND

MARCH

2022 • ISSUE 85

MISSION
STATEMENT

MONTHLY DATES

"The promotion of safe,
sustainable beekeeping
practices and the
dissemination of relevant
information about bees
and beekeeping."

FIELD DAY:
Gates open from 8:00am
for a 8:30am start.
13 MARCH 2022

Thank you to everyone
who assisted in
developing the club's
mission statement during
February's meeting.

CLUB MEETING:
Main gates open 7:00pm
for a 7:30pm start.

17 MARCH 2022
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COULD THIS BEE YOU?
Send your best bee photograph of
the month to cjariel31@gmail.com
and fill this space!

BEE INFORMED

PRESIDENTS REPORT
From Shona McKenzie
Dear Members,
It's February, and summer is drawing to a close, signalling a change of season and
time for beekeepers to start thinking about winter and the needs of their bees.
The club field days continue to be well supported by club members, and I was
delighted to see several new members at February's. It is great to observe and
experience the willingness of more experienced beekeepers to share their
experience and knowledge with new and less experienced members. I consider this
the essence of this wonderful club. On another note, I take this time to remind all
members of the importance of making tuck in and zip up all clothing. As we know,
if there is a gap, a cranky bee will find it and make you pay.
I want to take this opportunity to invite members who would like to form a second
team to work in the extraction room. Raewyn and Penny have carried the burden of
this job for many years, and the formation of another team would allow them the
opportunity to have a day off occasionally. We are looking for three people to train
in uncapping, extracting, and managing wax capping's. You will need to be
prepared to commit to attending most field days and perhaps being available at
short notice. Have a chat with Raewyn if you are interested.
At our last meeting, the club voted to offer Honorary Membership to Shane Holborn
to recognise the support he has given the club in his role as Facility Manager. I had
the privilege of presenting the certificate to Shane, and he was thrilled and
honoured by the gesture and passed on his thanks to all club members.
Calls from the public about swarms are common. Both Julie and I receive these
calls on behalf of the club, and often, we are not sure who to refer the caller to for
assistance. To improve this process, I am inviting people interested in dealing with
swarms to please email Julie, the club secretary, with your contact details for
inclusion in a list of people we contact about swarms. We have developed a series
of triage questions to maximise the information you receive regarding the swarm,
including address, whether it is a housing commission home, history of previous
swarms, location of the swarm and how long the swarm has been there. We will
also ask the caller to text photos of the swarm, the entry point if going into a
building etc. Julie or I will contact you with the triaged information so you can
contact the person with the swarm problem.
Finally, I want to thank Barry for once again organising the purchase of Queen bees
for the club hives and hives of individual members. Sometimes, this can be a
thankless job, especially when the transition to the new queen is not as smooth and
beneficial as anticipated. On behalf of all club members, we really appreciate the
time and effort you take to access good queens.
Happy beekeeping everyone,
Shona
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FIELD DAY REPORT
FEBRUARY 13 2022

FROM ANDREW WILSON

Sunday’s field day saw a large turnout to the apiary with plenty of help to manage the hives,
with 23 members and 4 visitors it was good to be able have a range of people to share
knowledge whilst managing the apiary.
During our tea break at the end of the day Barry Fanning provided a impromptu
presentation reminding us of best practice when beekeeping. Often as beekeepers we have
our own ways we go about our business and hearing other processes and best practice in
what we do is going to improve our practice. Therefore, improving the health and
productivity of our own hives.
A total of 24 frames of honeycomb were taken from the apery and a total of 54 kgs of honey
was extracted. Upon inspection a small amount of brood was found in the flow hive super
however in general the hives seemed to be in good condition. 4 queens have been ordered
for the apiary.
The next field day will be the 13th of March, the gates open from 8:00am – 8:30am, hope to
see you there.
Hive manager,
Andrew Wilson
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WARRE HIVE
Last months meeting Greg Newnham mentioned placing a swarm he rescued from
a lady's wall in Wynnum into a Warre hive. There wasn't too much time to expand
on what exactly that was in the meeting but Greg has kindly supplied some
additional information for the newsletter. Thank you Greg!
I have just been into this hive/swarm, and I'm not encouraged. I don't believe they
are building quickly enough to be able to raise brood before the colony dies out.
Too long between homes & no food to sustain them in the meantime. On reflection,
that swarm should have gone into a box with at least some built comb. I've had a
feeder in there as you can see, but they were not interested. However I guess it's all
about trial & error- at least that lady got rid of the swarm in her wall.
About the hive - Ruche Populaire, The People's Hive
Sugar became unprocurable in Europe during & following both World Wars & honey
became the alternative. Emile Warre, a French monk set about finding a method of
beekeeping that anyone could use. He examined about 350 different systems & hive
designs in use at the time & came up with something not unlike the design of
Johann Ludwig Christ, a German apiarist in 1783. It became known as The People's
Hive- anyone could make it, anyone could operate it & stuff the sugar shortage. A
similar system has been in constant use in Japan since the Edo period (1586-1911).

The Warre Hive is basically a vertical top-bar hive which mimics a hollow tree trunk.
Bees taking up residence naturally go to the top of the hollow & build brood comb,
then work downwards filling comb with honey. During winter they consume their
stores from the bottom & work up to the top until more stores arrive in Spring. In
this hive the brood box remains at the top of the stack & is lifted to insert a honey
box at the bottom when required. In a fully operational Warre hive there are usually
up to 5 boxes each containing 8 or 9 top-bars, & the bees build all the comb just as
in a Kenyan Top Bar Hive. There is no expensive extraction equipment required as
the comb from a full box is harvested with a sharp knife and the honey squeezed or
pressed out. It's a slightly smaller dimensioned hive than a Langstroth, but that
enables the bees to build & fill the boxes in a reasonable time-frame.
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RECIPE HIGHLIGHT
HONEY SNAP BISCUITS

https://www.womensweeklyfood.com.au/recipes/honey-snap-biscuits-6772
Sarah Henry was kind enough to source and test a recipe for us this month.
Below is her review, Thank you Sarah!
They are tasty and if you cook them for 10 mins or until brown like ginger biscuits go,
then they are crunchy.
I would also suggest that once you've added the butter mix and mixed it all together,
let the batter cool so that you can better control the heaped teaspoons. When the
batter is warm is is really runny.
Very honey flavoured and has a texture like the Arnotts ginger biscuits.
Hope other people get a better shape!
Good luck.
P.s I also was reminded why one should put a label on their spice containers...this
looked like ginger but....was garlic powder....
Sarah

OOPS

JOKE OF THE MONTH
Why was the bee fired from the barbershop?
He only knew how to give a buzz cut.
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BEE NEWS
Heatwave leads to historic hive meltdown inside Perth wall cavity
From Emma Wynne, ABC News
When Diana Gomes and her husband moved a couch recently, they were startled by a
thick, dark liquid dripping down the wall.

Read the full article here:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-09/perth-heatwave-leads-to-historic-hivemeltdown-in-wall-cavity/100813862?utm_source=canva&utm_medium=iframely
Men rescue almost one million bees from Camden floods
From Jess Layt
Almost a million lives were saved from Camden flood waters - tiny, buzzy lives.

Read the full article here:
https://www.camdenadvertiser.com.au/story/7643591/men-rescue-almost-onemillion-bees-from-camden-floods/

Matthew Curd's bees also had a
close call with the floods. Looking at
the water line on the shed you can
see how close it got to the hive
entrance! I hope everyone's bees
were as lucky as Matthew's.

AUSTRALIAN
BEEKEEPER OF THE
YEAR AWARD
The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council
(AHBIC) launched the inaugural AHBIC
Australian Beekeeper Award program.
The aim of the award is to recognise
registered beekeepers who've made a
positive difference to the Australian honey
bee industry.
For additional information about the
Australian Beekeeper Award please visit the
link below:
Australian Beekeeper Awards
https://honeybee.org.au/programs/australia
n-beekeeper-award/
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NOTICES
REMINDER:
FIELD DAYS
As the newsletter is now
public, I would like to
inform anyone
interested in becoming a
member that we ask you
to come to a club
meeting before
attending a field day.
Thank you!
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BAYSIDE BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION INC.
PO BOX 576, CAPALABA, QLD 4157

OTHER PEOPLE TO KNOW:
PROVIDORES:
Greg Newnham, Marcel Smit

COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS
LIBRARIANS:

President: Shona McKenzie
M: 0409 726 568
E: shona.mck@bigpond.com
Vice President: Michael Cavanagh
M: tba
E: michael@redlandsrealty.com.au
Secretary: Julie Ariel
M: 0408 074 423
E: julieaariel@gmail.com
Treasurer: Greg Newnham
M: 0418 877 565
E: newnhamg@bigpond.com
NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Hive Manager: Andrew Wilson
M: 0435 958 520
E: 01termite@gmail.com

Equipment Officer: Jeff Turner
M: 0427 787 311
E: jeffandroid8@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Caitlyn Ariel
M: 0436 000 201
E: cjariel31@gmail.com

Please feel free to contact me with
anything you'd like to see in future
issues :)

CLUB EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE
FOR HIRE:
2 Frame Honey Extractor
Wax Melter
Frame Display Unit hire
Electric DeCapping Knife
Ten Frame Jig
(holds frames in place for faster
nailing)

2

ALSO FOR SALE:
Honey containers
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