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In this edition:

President's Report from Shona,

and Ron brings us the case for
eradication of the Varroa Mite,

Some tips on Honey labelling,

and a you-beaut, tasty mulled
wine recipe by Marcello,
  
oh, and we have some reports
from Quiz evening, Field day and
our club xmas dinner. 

And ye all, please note that our
next Club meeting is on the 19th of
January !



Presidents report November

Where has the year gone? We have just had the last meeting for the year. Thank you,
Ron, for once again organising a very challenging quiz. The onset of the dry hot
weather will increase bee hive activity; members continue to report swarms so do not
forget to keep an eye on your bees and work to keep them home and happy. 

Some members have taken advantage of the purchase of new queens very generously
arranged by Barry Fanning. I hope the requeening has gone well. On behalf of the
club, I would like to thank Barry for once again organising this very time consuming
and stressful process. I would also like to thank those members who have taken the
time to requeen the club hives at the apiary. 

The end of year/ Christmas party is scheduled for 27th November at the Capalaba
Sports club look forward to seeing many of you at the lunch. 

To finish the year the club will be running a stand at the Indigiscapes eco market day
on the 3rd of December. The market runs from 8am -12midday. If you have time come
along to support the club stall and stay around and help bump out at the end of the
market. 

Finally, congratulations to Michael Cavanagh for the successful grant application “the
prevention of bee colony loss in Redland City from Varroa Mite incursion” submitted
to the Redlands City Council. Michael put a tremendous amount of time and energy
into this submission on the club’s behalf. Michael outlined the intention of the
project and outlined potential benefits for all members. 

I hope you all have a healthy and safe Christmas and New Year and look forward to
seeing you all in the New Year. 
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P R E S I D E N T ' S  R E P O R T
F R O M  S H O N A  
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(continued on next page)

I S  E R A D I C A T I O N  O F  V A R R O A  M I T E
J U S T I F I E D ?

The detection in June of Varroa
destructor in the Port of Newcastle has
triggered a swift and strong response
from Government and the beekeeping
community. The current response
strategy is based on targeted detection
and eradication, using a colour zoning
system. This has resulted in the
identification of some 102 infected
premises and the destruction of over
6,000 beehives in the eradication (red)
zones of NSW. As well there are
movement control orders in place
across Australia.
 

Varroa mite (Varroa destructor and Varroa jacobsoni) is a parasite of adult
honeybees and honeybee brood. It weakens and kills honeybee colonies and can
also transmit honeybee viruses, such as deformed wing virus. The Varroa mite can
reproduce only in a bee colony. 

Varroa mite is considered one of the most serious pests of honeybees worldwide. A
significant mite infestation leads to the death of a colony. It has a huge economic
impact on the beekeeping industry through severely affecting honey production
and a wide range of pollination-reliant crops that support primary food production

Varroa is responsible for the collapse and death of European honey bee colonies
wherever it is present overseas and is one of the factors contributing to the higher
levels of bee losses in USA and Europe.

As at mid-November more than 97% of reported managed hives in the eradication
emergency zone areas have been euthanised. Baiting of wild European honeybees in
red zone has ramped up with the goal of destroying all bees. This is a huge task and
one which will likely underpin the success of the overall program to eradicate the
varroa mite.  

There is no doubt of the impact the varroa emergency response is having on many
beekeepers resulting in damage to their business, financial loss and disruption and
inconvenience to management of their bees. 

Do the benefits of the varroa emergency response justify the eradication and
monitoring measures currently in place? Even with a very superficial look at overseas
experiences with Varroa, the need to keep this pest out of Australia is clearly evident:

 

B Y  R O N  D E  G R O O T
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·There are no effective natural enemies of varroa mite anywhere in the world, thus
minimal opportunity for a biological control method (these are often only partially
successful)

Once established, eradication from infested hives is virtually impossible, though
control options using an integrated approach will mitigate the impacts

Overseas experience tells us that to manage Varroa mite infestation successfully
requires considerable additional management input – additional inspections,
modifying or replacing existing hives, hive movement restrictions, use of soft and /
or hard chemical treatments.  If use the miticide Apivar (amitraz) honey supers
must be removed while treatment is underway. All this is at considerable direct
and indirect cost to the beekeeper.

The Australian Government (via DAFF) in 2019 developed a benefit – cost
framework for responding to Varroa. The report can be downloaded
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/biosecurity/biosecurity-
economics/benefit-cost-framework-responding-varroa This report looks at the
economic consequences of a unhindered and a contained spread of Varroa from
various points of entry into Australia. 

·Figures (2018-19) from Plant Health Australia estimate honey and beeswax
production at $162 million and the value of pollination to be in excess of $14.2
billion. As well the industry exports honey and beeswax at premium prices. This
trade relies on the healthy status of Australia’s bees, with high values attributed to
the lack of residue from miticides that are used overseas to treat Varroa mites.
(https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/industries/honey-bees)

.

In summary, Varroa mite poses a significant biosecurity threat to Australia’s
honeybees in their role to Australia’s agriculture and food security.

The objective of the NSW eradication program is eradication of all bees in the red
zones to prevent varroa from becoming established or at worst limiting and
containing the mite to certain areas.  If it becomes established, it will be impossible
to eradicate, hence the huge effort with eradication and monitoring.

Latest Varroa news 26 Nov
A new detection of varroa mite recorded near Cessnock brings the total number of
infestations to 103. The detection  is located in the surveillance, or "purple" zone, just
outside the "red" eradication zone. As a result the eradacion zone has been expanded
and more hives will be destroyed. This detection does really demonstrate the
importance of continual monitoring for varroa. 

More info - https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-25/varroa-mite-detection-prompts-
eradication-zone-expansion/101697852
 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/biosecurity/biosecurity-economics/benefit-cost-framework-responding-varroa
https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/industries/honey-bees
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-25/varroa-mite-detection-prompts-eradication-zone-expansion/101697852
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C L U B  C H R I S T M A S  D I N N E R
Every year with the Christmas festivities around the corner, the club holds a dinner  for
all who like to attend. This year's event was held at the Capalaba Sports Club, November
27. Members had a good feed, a drink and a ghood catch up with fellow  beekeepers.  
 Thank you Bridget for organising this!
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B E E  Q U I Z  M A S T E R

On the last club meeting of the year we had  Ron de  Groot leading the way as our
Bee Quiz Master. The attending members were divided into groups and encouraged
to answer questions as a team. Various topics, best out of 40, and no multiple choices
either: a hard  open ended Quiz, and at quite a rapid speed too! 

The wonderful range of questions that Ron put together makes for a fun evening and
we all gained some knowledge too - I am certain of that. 

Thanks for organising this feat Ron! 



 
For the festive season, a mulled wine does
go well.  You don't have to go to extreme
lengths to make it either:

In a sauce pan, heat 750 ml of a good red
wine. If you like Shiraz, go with Shiraz,
otherwise a chocolaty Merlo does well. I like
to use a good bottle, not a cheap wine.
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S E A S O N S ' S  M U L L E D  W I N E  
F R O M  M A R C E L L O  

Add 1/2 to 1 Cup of honey, depending how sweet
you like it. Add it in stages, taste a spoon-full and
adjust with more when needed.
Add a small orange, in which you place 6 -8 cloves
in the peel. If you have not got an orange, just the
cloves will do.
Add a cinnamon stick and a star anise. 
Add some cardamon pods if you have them.

Simply: 

Simmer for 30-45 minutes, keeping the heat low,
don't boil it (although you could get rid of the
alcohol by boiling it), it's better to retain the alcohol
and for optional extra oomph, add some brandy near
the end.  

Enjoy warm!

PS. If you are preparing this in advance, experience tells me you are not gonna be
able to poor this increased! volume back in the same bottle without drinking a glass!

Bees have a nose 100 times more powerful than a human's. Even from
very far bees can smell particular flowers or toxins. 
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H O N E Y  L A B E L I N G  

Label the food product clearly (Honey),  
Include  your name and address (as producer)
have a nutritional information section that follows the approved standards, 
include a batch number and also 
display a country of origin label that reflects all ingredients (i.e. when adding herbs or spices,
these need to be calculated too in that).  

Do you sell your Honey?  Do you label it correctly?

Food Standards Australia New Zealand produces many legal requirements for the food
industry, and if as beekeepers we are selling our honey we fall under these
requirements too.

For instance, by law we need to 

Here is the link to Food Standards Australia Code:

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2015L00389

Now, the internet is full with handy pages, but the following pages summarise this
really good, so please refer to this excellent guide:

https://oraravalleyhoney.com.au/honey-labelling

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2015L00389
https://oraravalleyhoney.com.au/honey-labelling


CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
We are always looking to fill our newsletter with useful information. Please do not hesitate to
contribute.  Your beekeeping experiences, photos, bee health, bee info, funnies, cooking, your
flora experiences are all welcome. 

And any suggestions are more then welcome too. Just not bee stuffed ones :)_ 
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G A D G E T S
So you have just spotted the un-marked queen, and if you are like me, you use
two hands on the frame, lifted and now held on top of the brood. Now comes
the tricky part, the safe capture of the queen, so that you can mark her. Part
from your fingers, there are many devices out there to help with this, and this
contraption pictured below is just another, but as it is operated by just one
hand it allows you do this on the frame you still are holding with your other 
 hand,,, ,the gate has nice wide slots to mark, and a soft plunger you slide on the
side once the gate is closed with the thumb - I picked this up from Beekeeping
Gear Queensland in LoganLea, 

A single hand operated queen catcher and marker 



The field day was attended by 17 members and no visitors. It was quite a warm field
day, we have not had too many of those this year. 

Barry and Jeff showed how to properly light the smokers. The main tasks were a
check-up of the re-queened hives (Denmar queens), lift brood, rob and extract, For
the re-queened hives, only a quick check to see larvae or brood sufficed, hopefully
not upsetting the new queens. All new queens had taken.  From all the hives, a total
of 20 frames were extracted, delivering about 42 Kgs of honey (some of the frames
were WPS size, so less honey).  The extracting crew under guidance of Raewyn and
Penny as always worked away for many hours!

The flow hive had the queen in the super (this was a normal super as the actual flow
super is still being cleaned), and had honey in the brood box! This has happened
before; we carefully examined the queen excluder, but are not the wiser and of
course, we can't exclude human error :).

F I E L D  D A Y  R E P O R T
N O V E M B E R  1 2  2 0 2 2

 Prepare a jar with 1/2 cup of honey with 2 Tbsp of
Coconut oil, 2 tsp Ginger powder, 2 tsp Turmeric powder,
2 tsp Cinnamon, and 1/2 tsp black pepper. Store at room
temperature.  Take 1 tsp a day to help boost immunity!
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On another hive we had an interesting feature  
in the super too, whnat looked like a queen
cell formation.

It looked solid.  Consulting Dr Google has to
be done with caution, but it high-lighted
something that was new to me:  after a re-
queening event, looking at other beekeepers
experiencing similar things, it could possibly
be due to worker bees actually transferring
eggs. This seems possible when a young
inexperienced queen could have laid multiple
eggs instead of a single egg in a normal cell.  

But, I am afraid, we shall not know more here. 



B E E  N E W S
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NEW
S

Apiarist amazed after cutting out second 'monster' bee hive from Sunshine
Coast home
BABC Sunshine Coast / By Jennifer Nichols
Sunshine Coast apiarist Scott Whitaker encountered a "monster" hive housing more than

50,000 bees in a bathroom ceiling, again,

Read the full article here:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-16/feral-bees-monster-hive-house-rescue/101649364

Bees are insects, and insects have 6 legs. Six legs allow for
locomotion, while maintaining a supportive tripod at all times.  
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A study finds that bees count from left to right
THe guardian
Bees order numbers in increasing size from left to right, a study has shown for the first

time

Read the full article here:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/27/bees-count-from-left-to-right-

study-finds

Varroa mite emergency zone map
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/emergencies/biosecurity/current-situation/varroa-mite-

emergency-response

Not as far as we like!

http://www.abc.net.au/sunshine/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/jennifer-nichols/9800958
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-16/feral-bees-monster-hive-house-rescue/101649364
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/27/bees-count-from-left-to-right-study-finds
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/emergencies/biosecurity/current-situation/varroa-mite-emergency-response


N O T I C E S

drone uncapping
alcohol wash 
sugar shake, 

Effective Varroa surveillance involves three steps:

1.   Being registered as a biosecurity entity and marking hives with the Hive
Identification Number (HIN). The ability of authorities to adequately
respond and directly communicate with beekeepers would be seriously
limited by those not registered as a biosecurity entity.

2.   Testing for the presence of mites using one of the following methods

    The Biosecurity Code of Practice requires beekeepers to conduct a least
2 inspections per year.

3.   Report the results using Bee 123 online form.  
Beekeepers are strongly encouraged to report any results even if no
suspect mites are found as this helps Authorities monitor the number and
health of beehives in the state.
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The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (ARBIC) website
https://honeybee.org.au/news-landing/
Bee Aware https://beeaware.org.au/ 
QBA online portal https://members.qbabees.org.au/QBA-Varroa-Mite-
Portal.

Varroa Mite
For any questions or concerns please refer to:

 

https://app4.vision6.com.au/ch/10433/2dy7wgt/2494735/fmeMa0yjYYCzDAswyKnXKa6wFDTbqvs68ESnoeWC.html
https://honeybee.org.au/news-landing/
https://beeaware.org.au/
https://members.qbabees.org.au/QBA-Varroa-Mite-Portal

